
Allina Health Laboratory is facing a critical nationwide shortage of collection supplies for the following 
tests: Chlamydia trachomatis & Neisseria gonorrhea, amplified probe (GCC) and Strep A PCR test. This 
shortage is due to consumption of resources for COVID-19 testing. Some of your sites may have 
received a Health Advisory notice from the Minnesota Department of Health and various counties 
regarding this shortage. 

As a result, Allina Health Laboratory has identified alternative swabs for culture collections, which will 
conserve our inventory of the e-Swab and Aptima collection devices. 

Note: Inventory volumes at the current usage rates, could exhaust  all supplies as early as 
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2020.  An immediate transition to the recommended collection devices is required to 
avoid depletion of our inventory. With these efforts, we hope to avoid any potential disruption in services. 

To do: 

Understand the changes to the following tests: 

 GC & Chlamydia amplified probe 6746 

 GC amplified probe 6745 

 Chlamydia amplified probe 6744 
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The major changes are: 

 Non-pregnant females will be limited to vaginal specimens collected on the Aptima MULTITEST 
collection kits. Note: the vaginal source for test order can be found on the source drop down menu if 
a quick button is not available. 

 UNISEX Aptima kits will be reserved for Pregnant Females and Male collections 
 Urine Aptima kits will be reserved for male and minor patients (no adult female collections) 
 

eSwab testing changes 
 
 Cultures currently being collected on the e-swab will be transitioned to alternative swabs. This will 

allow the e-swab inventory to be dedicated to the high-volume Strep A PCR testing. Note: Strep A 
PCR can be collected using one of three different collection systems: white e-Swabs, purple e-
Swabs or modified green e-Swabs.  

 
The green e-Swab kits have been modified to include an OP swab for adequate Strep A collections. 
These kits can be recognized by the label affixed to the collection kit (see below). 
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A strep collection kit has been created modifying a green e-Swab kit to include an OP swab for Strep A 
collections. These kits can be recognized by the label affixed to the collection kit (see below). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


